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yet it froze one morning in the house of the Recolet
Fathers. The night so intensifies the coolness of the
woods as to cause these morning frosts. We are near
that house, and yet it did not happen with us, be-
cause we are more exposed to the air.

[241 i.e., 141] On the 16th of the same month of
June, we restored one of our little children to its
mother, your Reverence having informed us that you
did not yet have the means to establish a seminary
here, and consequently had not sent those who had
been appointed to look after the instruction of these
children. Apprehending, moreover, that this woman
might take away her child secretly, and fly with it to
the woods, for fear that we might send it to France, I
preferred to restore it to her freely, that she might
understand that, if we kept children, it was not to hold
them by force from their parents, but for their own
good; also that she might say to the other Savages that
the children were well fed with us, and so lead them
to let us have theirs, when we have the means to care
for them. This poor woman asked me why I [242i.e.,
142] gave up her child, and when she should bring
it back. I answered that, since the arrival of the
ships, I had always noticed that she was afraid we
would send it to France, notwithstanding the assur-
ances I had given her to the contrary. [We did this]
to prove to her that we were true to our word, and
also in order to relieve her of all apprehension that
we might not restore it to her hands; that, as soon
as I knew their language, and after we had built, we
would take it again with many others. But, in fact,
the principal reason which induced me to restore it
to her is that I feared she might take it unknown to
us; and then she would have forged a thousand lies



